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TURKEY. 
JEDDAH. 


Consul Devcy te the Marquess of Salisbury. 


(Received at: Forzign Office, September 13, 1897.) 
My Lord, 

I wave the honour to submit herewith a Report on the Trade 
and Commerce of this District for 1896. It would have been 
sent-earlier, but that the Mecca pilgrimage fell early in May, and 
that a slight appearance of plague lasting from June 10 to 
July 29 occasioned extra work. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE P. DEVEY. 





Report on the Trade and Commerce of the Consular District of 
Jeddah for the Year 1896. 


Taste of Contents. 


Pacr 
General remarks... aie eb Se Bai ee Se a6 sais we 
Suez .Canal as ae ee we as oe “e oe Sek 
Bedouins’ occupations .. os a zs se oo - - 38 
Trade of Central Arabia <e Zs o's os Se s Set 
Suez-Busrah Railway project ee ee oe ee ee ee ee 4 
Agriculture and Isck of water .. * a oe * oe - = & 
Public works .. a << ce ox oe Se 6 . 8 
Imports, statistics of .. es oe ae ve oe oe - «=€—66 
Tobacco .- oe Se. A088 ‘es oe ae Sm se - 9§ 


Exports ..- oo oe ee -_ Pra oo ee oe - 10 
Pilgrim traffic .. o- . ae é : 

Proposed quay for Jeddah —.. se ee zs ee oo -- 12 
Hoteidah— 


linports os oe oe oe oe +s oe oe « 13 
Tobacco ee o oa oe oe eo oe oe oe 15 
Exports EA oe 38 oe oe oe tee oe ee «15 
Shipping os ee oo oe oe + os oe - I8 
Pilgrim.quarantine .. ee a oe ee oe se ee 20 
Camaran lazarette improvements .. se eo oe ee o- 21 
Agriculture .. ee oe ee oe o° oe oe ze 21 
(36) a2 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


LOG 


2 ‘TURKEY. 


TaBLe of Contents-—continued. 
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oo on complaint need be raised as to British trade and shipping. 

‘A fair sear. It. is sometimes observed that the trade of Jeddah has long 

Jeddah trade. been falling off and is slowly but gradually disappearing; this 
may be true as to exportation, as only two or three articles are or 
have ever been really worth noticing, and these form but.a most 
trifling item in quantity and value considering the extent. of the 
district, but the import trade is in a fairly flourishing con- 
dition. 

Formerly the A century ago, however, Jeddah was no doubt the queen of 

ai aly in the Red Sea, a very considerable centre for trade, ard managing 

“a a laree coasting trade on both coasts; this town was by far the 

most influential, and, excepting Mocha for trade, and Suez for 
shipping, was the only important commercial port, and in fact 
produce from all round the Red Sea used to-be collected here for 
export. 

Loss of the Steam and the development and increasing ease and rapidity 

ae of sea communications entirely changed this aspect of affairs 

ks though the coasting trade in sailing vessels continued to prosper 
well bevond the middle of the century, and the Arabs are still 
fast and very efficient sailors. There are now about 400 sailing 
vessels (sambooks) of from 15 to 100 tons, of which the larger 
run long distances to the Persian Gulf, Muscat, and Zan- 
zibar, while the smaller ply along the coast and occasionally 
across to Suakin and that neighbourhood. But most of their 
carrying trade has naturally been abzorbed of late years by the 
Khedivié Company, and by ‘two or three smaller steamers under 
the British flag. Arab merchants of this town now own only two 
large vessels of about 2,500 tonnage (one steam and one sailing) 
as it may be concluded that they were unable to withstand the 
competition of organised companies, and not strong or wealthy 
enough to- combine among themzelves for establishing a local 
company. 

The Suez Hence, much of the odium of this loss is popularly, but to a 

Canal. large extent erroneously, attached to the construction of the 
Suez Canal. Ill-informed Arabs can hardly be expected to review 
all sides of a question, and while the benefits of she canal in 
establishing and developing sea communications with Europe are 
forgotten, as also its effects upua trade and reducing cost of 
transit, the imposition of heavy dues on merchandise and pas- 
sengers passing through are resented as a palpable burden. The 
loss to local sailing craft in their dealings with Suakin and 
Massowah since 1870 is feit to be a real grievance, but considera- 
tions such as thai, without the canal, trade in the Red Sea 
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would never have reached its present dimensions, or that in any 
ease Egyptian ports would have sought for and obtained even- 
tually direct communications with foreign countries on account 
of the Ottoman 8 per cent. export duty, first imposed a few years 
ago, are little likely to be understood. 

When the Soudan becomes more settled there may be 
expected a very considerable revival in the local trade with 
Suakin, and there will be need of activity on the part of 
Jeddah sailing craft. 

Along the eastern coast of the Red Sea fish is the main Food’ and 
support of the inhabitants, and it is roughly dried and salted for resources of 
local consumption. No idea of exporting fish seems ever to have (ie dstrict. 
occurred to anyone, yet so abundant is the supply that it can be =~ 
had practically for nothing. ‘fhis sea indeed contains some 
$0 species not found elsewhere, and I believe abour 750 in all. 

The great majority of Mediterranean fish are to be met with, 
and though generally inferior in taste grow to much larger 
sizes. 
Wheat, rice, flour, &c., are imported for the use of the 
- wealthier classes and of the troops, whilst the Beduuins are Bedouins’ 
contented to live on dates and pulse chiefly, and are only able to occupations. 
eke out their wretched means of subsistence by the hire of their 
beasts for the conveyance of pilgrims, by robbery, and by subven- 
tions from Constantinople. 

They possess but few goats, sheep, and asses, and there are 
not more than $0,000 camels in the Hejaz, of which many 
belung to relatives of the Sherif family who breed them for the 
tribes. 

The tribal Arabs produce butter and cheese and also 2 little Butter for 
spun cloth, “abbas,” strong and serviceable for their own use ; export. 
they could not, of course, be expected to turn to agriculture 
(were there water) a3 yet, but some attempt is being made to 
forvard their pursuits, and of late a cousiderable supply of ghee 
(clarified butter) is being prepared for export to Egypt and 
Turkey. ‘Lhis export, however, is every now and again sus- 
pended, local authorities fearing lest supplies shouid run short in — 
the province itself. 

About 20,000 cameis are yearly solid and sent into Syria from suggestion 
Nejd at an average price of about 4/., whilst the ordinary price for exporting 
in the Hejazis about 7/. for the load camel and 14. for riding. The 
animal of Central Arabia is said to be a trifle amailer than the 
breed found in northern and eastern Arabia. However, the 
Hejaz animal is sturdy and enduring, and if there be any demand 
for camels in any part of the world, there is no reason why 
Jeddah should not become a port of export, for camels are largely - . 
reared in the districts known as “Sharki,” ic., east of Medina, 
and could be easily bred in this neighbourhood to a much greater 
extent than at present. For weight carrying the Arabian is not 

-the equal of the Bactrian camel (which at Erzeroum is valued at 
about 23/.), the average load in the Hejaz not exceeding 550 lbs. ; 
but he is just as useful for all round work, can go longer stretches 
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and can bear changes-of climate. The riding or swift camed that 
can travel 300 miles in four days is not in much request in this 
neighbourhood and his price is very much higher. Camels worked 
at Aden, I am ‘told, are considerably smaller than the Hejaz 
animal, and now India produces in Scinde and Rajputana.for her 
own use, and if in need of importing would probably turn to 
Afghanistan and the shores of the Persinn Guif instead of seek- 
ing here. 

Profitable employment for the Bedouins might possibly be found 
in ostrich rearing, this bird being indigenous to, and still-found in, 
parts of Arabia, and though-probably in this neighbourhood: there 
is too much seen of man, and in places the suil may be tov salt 
for the ostrich to exist in a natural state, yet were Mussulmans, 
accustomed to artificial rearing and farming, inclined to venture 
on a commercial enterprise of this kind in conjunction with 
Bedouin Sheikhs or under Government auspices, possibly they 
would be rewarded with success. 

A main source of prosperity of trade in this district, which is 
seldom noticed, lies in the. fact that Mecca now also, just -as at 
the time of the birth of the prophet of Islam and earlier, con- 
tinues to be a chief distributing centre for Central Arabia, 
although within the last-five or six years a considerable share of 
this trade has been absorbed at Yembo, the natural port jor 
Medina and Nejd, and now. visited by Egyptian, British, ‘Turkish, 
and Austrian steamers. Nejd, of course, has free communica- 
tions with Kutif and Muscat, and Busrah.and Baghdad, and per- 
haps makes use of the port of Koweit for her trade, but it would 
be interesting to ascertain what proportion. of her imports pass 
through Mecca, and whether this-department of trade .could not 
‘be developed, so as to be a-further mainstay of Jeddah commerce. 
Fourteen years ago 2 speciai Austrian mission were allowed to 
procure x dozen or so of the famous Nejd horses, but ihe 
‘Ottoman Government prohidition of export of animals. is still 
enforced. 

It. is now proposed‘to build a railway along the 30ch-parailel 
from Suez to Busrah for the purpose of shertening the passage 
from Europe to India. But it may well be surmised that the 
completion of this railway would. in ro way prejudice Hejaz 
trade. The Nefud .deserts, the distance south, and natural 
tendency of trade-to cling to.ita old routes should suffice to- pre- 
vent-any serious change, and such a railway, if built, would de 
compelled to.charge: prohibitive rates of freight (as compared with 
sea:‘transit) if indeed the idea of. transporting goods to and from 
Arabi: may have ever been contemplated. 

Xt ie‘almost a mockery to-speak of agriculture in the Hejaz; 
still there-is-some little :cultivation at and around Medina, and 
more:in the districts lying east without the province, and Medina 
‘dates are justly reputed the finest in the world. Otherwise the 
rocky and sandy-soil of the Hejaz:lies waste with the one.excep- 
tion of the small:sub-district Tayif, whence Jeddah derives a small 


‘summer ‘supply of fruit and yegetables transported by camels 


over'adistance of 130 miles. 
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In remembering that a great part of the belt of the earth’s sur- 
face between the 20th and 30th parallels north is waterless and 
sterile, it would be well to enquire how far human ‘agency has. 
triumphed over natural difficulties in countries as hopelessly 
‘unproductive as this under conditions more or less ‘similar— 
Lower California, for instance, or parts of Western Australia— 
and to take note that ‘Artesian borings have been executed in Artesian wells 
the Sahara from remote antiquity, and new ones have been might be 
opened by the French in the Algerion Sahara with remarkable &°4- 
success, the result proving beneficial not. only to tie country but 
also to the character and habits of its nomadic Arab inhabitants. 
Several tribes have already settled down around these wells and 
forming thus the centres of settlements have constructed villages, 
plinted date palins, and entirely renounced their previous 
wandering existence.”—{ British Encyclopedia.) 

A year or two ago the idea of sinking artesian wells was 
being mooted in Constantinople itself; though an expensive 
undertaking it would well repay the consideration of ihe Otto- 
man Government to examine into the practicability of operations 
in this neighbourhood and thus expand the comparative prosperity 
of Yemen, where there is plenty of water, northwards along the 
coast, and within. Geoiogical conditions would in many places 
be found very promising. 

* But, to begin with, this provinze possesses no engineering Engineering 
staff whatever, and it is dreary to sce repeated in successive and public 
commercial reports issued from this Consulate “again nothing Liao a 
has been done in the department of public works.” oe 

In 1896, however, some extensive barracks were begun ont- parracks 
side the town walis; and « fine resurt to shelter 3,000 pilerims building. 
at Mecca is by now nearly completed. Barracks are also to be 
built at Tayif. 

Telegraphic communications are seldom neglected under Tetearephs. 

Otteman authority ; and the lines laid between Hodeidah and the 
Islands of Perim and Camaran have proved extremely useful. 
Here also it was proposed to satisfy a most urgent need, that of 
connecting Yembo and Medina with Mecca, but circumstances 
have unfortunately causeti the executien of this project to be 
deferred. It should be commenced at once. 

° No insurance companies do any business whatever 12 this vire-preof 
district, and a destructive fire in Mecca recently would point to paint. 
the advantage of using fire-proof paint if it were known, as 
much wood, plain or varnished, is used in the buildiag of houses 
with their countless deors and gratings and shutters inside and 
out. , 

At Jeddah, as elsewhere, the cry is for the cheapest goods Cheap goods. 
procurable and even where a better quality of manufacture would 
prove truly economical, the lowest-priced article is preferred. 
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Table I (A).—Return of Principal Articles of Import to Jeddah 
from British India during the Years 1896-95. 




















Articles. 

Quantity.| Value. i Quantity.| Vatue. 
ita ee ict £ £ 
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i 


Chick peas... 9... Scar. § Sess * 
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Mivtes- Pan — Slay. Gaaeh A recey 
Preserves: ... pe ree ww, Cates 
Cardamums ate wee wee Costs 
Tiece-goods eon wee nee! Hales 


‘J 
Uy 


Sa 
23 


hi 


a 
a 
£ 
iy] 


2 200 
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Table I (B)—Rerunn of Prineipal Articles of Import to Jeddah from Countries other than British India, 
1806, ; : 1895. 




















Articles, Wheneo Imported, Set at Ate es 
Quantity. Value. 1 Quantity. Value. 
€ ; £ 
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Scsewarr. 
SE A ENS I TSEC 
{ Value. 
} 1896. j 1895. 
‘ Tac Z ara; 
Import frum British India... 0} I 315 4€0 331,505 
‘oe other countsies -f 248,052 324,153 
Total on ane aoe 633,052, €35,653 


There is a general increzse in both volume and value of food 
stuffs (excepting rice): wheat and barley increased by one-third 
in volume; the price of barley was steady, but that of Persian 
and Eeyptian wheat rose from §s. 10 Ss. 102d., and of Indian 
wheat flour from 16s. te 20s. per baz of about 170 Ibs. Of the 
Jatter smaller supplies are now being received at the higher price 
(again somewhat. raized) on account of the famine which was first 
apprehended in June, 1896, Lut Europezn ficur cannot compete 
with it at ali, and indeed under normal conditions ne country can 
compete with British India in supplying fiour or wheat. Busrah 
wheat, though imperted to a considerable value, is so inferior as 
to command only 2 price varying from 15 to 20 per cent. lower. 

Egyptian lentils, beans, Xc., sre evidently growing in popu- 
loriiy, but the price of pulse (grins imported from Yemen) fell 
from 14s. to 12s. 54d. per bag, while the quantity was less. 

Rice from Calcutta fell in quantity about 13 yer cest., but 
tke price was very sHeluly augmented. The present rate is 
12s. per ewt., some 50 per cent. higher than the average ‘price. 
A smail quaniity of rice ako came from Jaya. 

The total valuc of sugar received was 51,8007, against 58,570! 
the previcus year; but Mauritius sugar imported via Bombay fell 
20 pier cent. in vclume and 3s. fd. im price per ewt. Eeyptian 
sugar-is much improved in quality and shows signs of coming to 
the fore. Austrian and French sugar maintained their price and 
increased 1€ per cent. in quantity. 

Cofice ruled exceptionally low, no coubt on account of the 
failure of sales in Yemen, wherce there was a smaller exportation 
than in 1895. A very trifling quantity of Java coflee is some- 
tines imported, but last year 100 begs at most. 

Scap mostly comes irom Nablous near Jerusalem where 
a fine quality is prepared, costing about 4d. per lb. From Ezypt 
an inferier and cheaper quality is also now imported. : 

The Javan teakwood used here in building consists of —— 
45,000 1-inch boards, valued at 2,580/.; 2,600 2-inch boards, 
valued at 2751: 12,000 3-inch boards, valued at 3,790/.; and 
10,000 round and 1,500 square pieces valued at 1,320/. and 
31d. respectively. 

From Batoum 20,000, and from New York 33,000 cases of 
petroleum were imporied. The price and cost of freight is about 
the came, so that the question of a preference between the 
Russian and American article depends mainly on the convenience 
of the importer, and possibly the former will increase. 
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9 
‘TapLe showing Value of Manufactured Goods Imported to — afanufactured 
Jeddah during the Years 1892-96. goods. 


JEDDAH. 





fr 


Year. India. Countries. 

















| 
England. |, Other | Total 





& i £ 
1992 2.  «. se] 68,625 2077 15,750 { 105,145 
193... 43.715 17,5 131,113 
SQ; ee se $$.100 69,509 23,000 159,600 
1895... es ee 450 | 73700 21000 =|) «155,750 
18% .. ts = 9,150 i 78,440 20.200 1587) 





This table shows a very satisfactory condition of British 
imports, and at Hodeidah also there 3s considerable progress ; 
direct trade with Manchester is increasing. Madapolam long- 
cloth, muslin, and calico (“ American bez,” as it. is generally called 
in Turkey) are the chief articles; prints and chintzes are imported 
in lessquantity from England direct,zs thoeghmade in Manchester 
they are received here vi Syria. Articles arriving from India 
are mentioned in detail in the report for the year 1893 (No. 1451 
Annual Series). 

Though rather more Régie tobacco waz received this import Tebao. 
‘does not appear to thrive particularly. Contraband “tumbeki? 
as weil as tobacco continues to he smuggled in bai it is expected 
that fresh measures wiil skortly be applied im restraint: no 
“tumbeki” bas been importel] for some years past as the large 
stocks in -bang were sufficient for local consumption when the 
monopoly in this article was transferred to its present adiinistra- 
tion. 

I cannot pretend io ascertain accurately among what countries Nztios! 
the Jeddah import trade is distributed, but in rezpect of countries H4t5ction 
other than British India (including Singapore) the average value “ ——— 
of zoos may be taken to be neariy as follows -— 


Country. | Value. 
£ 








Turter es oe ae a6 we ee IA tL I) 
Ausivia lw. -- = oe oe 433,060 
Eex ee oe os oe eo £0,000 

ersia coe ee oe oe oo VOLO 
Ameren. ce as are wa 9500 
France se or ane os ‘os TO 
Rusia ae Se ae se = 5,000 
Germany .. o oe 36 Py 3,000 
Japan se oo se ee oe 2460 
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Table II.—Exports, 1896. 

















Articles. Quantity. Valve. To— 
| | 2 

Goat-skins .. «| Number..| 38,000 | 2,100 | Americn and England 

Sheep-skins .. ee i 140,000 = 8,000 | London 

Ox-hides =. Ss ert 1,500 _~; 350 | London 

Henne os eo} Lbs... 90,000 | 1,250 | Turkey 

Senna Ss i ay ne 5,000 | 80 } Englend and India 

Gum.. oe ..| Cwts... 3,000 ; 3,300 | Trieste and London 

Tortoise-shells oe] Lbs... 250 | 150 | Trieste _ 

Mother-of-pearl] shell | Cwts.  .. 2,300 ; 6,350 | London, Bombuy, and 
j America 

Honey oe oo| Lbs... 8,000 200 | India 

Beeswax Ss sé 33 ws 7,840 400 | Trieste 

Lavender... .-| Parcels ;. 900 400 | Persia 

Almonds... ..| Cwts. .. 480 ; 350 | Persia 


Potal.. 0] we .. | 22,930 





23,0002. cover the sum of the Jeddah exports; and this is 
not much iess than the average value during the last five yeara. 
It is true that according to the last report Jeddah was credited 
with having furnished 30,0002. value of clarified butter to neigh- 


‘bouring. districts, but during 1896 this article was as usual con- 


sumed almost entirely within the province. ; 
Hieven years ago mother-of-pearl was exported to the value 

of 42,0007. but on the imposition of export duties this fell off at 

once by 27,000/., and now. only about 2,000 cwts. (at about 50s.) 


‘leave Jeddah yearly. 


Great quantities of gum arabic, “Samgh,” are te -be- found in 
this part of Arabia, and a considerable trade might be done if 
collection on a large scale should be attempted as hay been. done 
in the Soudan (vide Suakin Trade Reports), but unfortunately 
the demand continues to be-very slight though prices were a 
trifle higher. The red. quality exists to the East.of Medina and 
the superior white South. of Mecca. 

The-industry in producing honey and. beeswax might also be 
susceptible of considerable development in some districts of this 
neighbourhood. : 
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Piterio Traffic of the Years 1896 and 1897, 


ARRIVALS BY SEA. 


























Number. 
Nationality. 

1897. 1896. 

Javanese and Malays .. ‘6 11,585 11,155 

British Indians .. es os 4,267 11,131 

Afehans.. ea ag .-| Not shown 1,320 

Bokharis.. o.. 00 0. oe 1,971 3,112 

Persians .. ae ia a 406 1,952 

‘ as 1,160 

Arabs and Hadramis .. se 1,519 { i“ 

Hejazis and Yemanis .. a 3,177 3,409 

Egyptians ee oe oe 5,089 5,660 

Moors and Algerians .. re 272 1,980 

Soudanis and Abyssinians =... 920 625 

Ottomans and Syrians .. aie 5,754 4,891 

Divers— 

Siamese re -. 245 
Somalis es « 113 
Zanzibaris  .. eo 22 
Chinese se gar 9 

389 261 

Total .. a na 85,349 47,058 








Tt is customary to insert this table though it must be taken 
az neither final nor complete. The total number that arrived b; 
sea during the 1895-96 pilgrimage was in reality 61,944, nearly 
15,000 in excess of the figure here shown. 

The deficit of 12,000 in the 1896-97 pilgrimage is chiefly due 
to the falling-off of 7,000 Indians on account of the plague at 
Bombay ; the remaining 5,000 coming also chiefly vid the Persian 
Gulf and Bombay is distributed among Afghans, Bokharis, and 
Persians. : 

A. large pilgrimage may be expected during the season 
1897-98, when new shipping regulations should add greatly to 
their comfort and well-being on the sea. . 

Of these pilgrims 17,661 were conveyed to Jeddah by British 
ships, amounting to 49°8 per cent., which is rather above the 
average. 
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Return of all Shipping to.and from Jeddah during the 
Year 1896. j 
Salling. Steam. Total. 

Nationality. Rvinber of waieioned . ; 7 

umber o ‘umber 0 ‘Number of ; 
| Vemeels. tone Vessels. Fons. Vessels, | TOMS. 
British aus 2 199,039 "M46 | 109,916 
Austrisn ial sa 6,654 12 6,65 
Dutch aie 53,037 38 | ~—«83,037 
Egyptian 23 $4,347 “8? 85,856 
rench 6 6,202 12 6,412 
German vee 3,921 2 3,921 
Greek 2 Sac 2 60 
Persian ne Per 3 eee 3 132 
Turkish DO) an 49,314 463 | 60,370 
Total ou. eee 449 372,314 162 | 356,373 








This return shows a considerable increase upon: the last with 
its total of 945 vessels of 347,731 tonnage, ships of war of 
course excluded. 

During 1895, 97 British steamships of 155,597 tonnage 
called, and the average British steam tonnage for ‘the five years 
1892-96-amounts-to 169,405 tons, whilst the returns for the years 
1885-S6 show 86 and 109-steamers of 103,276 tons and 132,663 
tons.respectively.. . 

Turkish and Eeyptian shipping also increased, while Dutch 
and Austrian were less. 

_ It may be noted ‘that the Dutch tonnage fell by 16,000 tons, 
as the Dutch. mail-steamers homewards from Java no longer call 
in at Jeddal: to disembark pilgrims. oe 

Steamers from India (of the British and Persian Gulf Steam 
Navigation Company chiefly) came much more. frequently, in 
fact, about twice a month, and their total net tonnage amounts to 
about 35,000 tons. 

The Khedivié Company have in contemplation a project of 
re-establishing their service to Hodeidah, which would be of 
advantage to: this port in procuring regular communication; of 
late two small British steamers from Suez cali. there, but 
irregularly. It is to be hoped that the Ottoman Government 
will -shortly decide to provide Hodeidah with proper quay 


accommodation. 
pak ai And here it should be mentioned that Omar Senoussi, of 
Pan _ Alexandria, is applying to the Sublime Porte for a concession to 


build a quay at Jeddah, and the project, in its elementary stages, 
is approved, subject to the provision that the custom-house and 
other port and sundry offices chall be erected upon it. This port 
affords all essentials for the construction of a very fine harbour 
and quay at comparatively small expenze, but I venture to 
suggest that shipping interests should be very closely consulted 
with regard to such project, in order that the result of its 
construction may not be, as is happening in some Levant ports, 
the driving away of trade through the imposition of excessive 
quay dues. 
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LHopeipau. 


Vice-Consul Ahmed ‘Temiz-ud-Din reports as follows :— 

Tn the year under report the export trade, as well ay import, General 
of the Yemen, through her gate, Hodeidah, show an improvement teva. ve 
in value; although, for reasons given below, less coffee and skins 
were exported from, and less sugar and rice imported into, the 
Yemen. 

From this report it will be seen that during the last year some 
pearls have been exported from this place. 

Like the year previous, British Indian merchants here stand 
in the front rank as far as the import trade is concerned. 

In 1896, notwithstanding the outbreak of plague in India, they 
brought here, in addition toa good supply of piece-goods from 
India and the United Kingdom, large quantities of rice, flour, 
and grains for the inhabitants of the interior, and for about 
35,000 Turkish troops who are at present in Assyr and the Yemen. 

Piece-goods from America show a slight increase, but those 
from India and the United Kingdom exhibit a marked rise in 
quantity and price. 

In a previons report I remarked that the Red Sea ‘Trading 
Company of Suez was going to establish in 1896 » fortnightly 
connecting line of stezmers between Europe and Hodeidah, but 
during the Insé year only one stcamer of the above company, 
once a month, traded between Suez and this place. Another 
British company from Suez about the end of 1896 commenced a 
monthly service. between that place and Hodeidah, but has not 
kept. it up regularly. 

The Greeks ct Hodeidah imported some provisions and piece- 
aoods from Egypt and Europe, and petroleum from America, and 
exported large quantities of coffee to Egypt and Europe. 

An Italian firm of this place introduced crockery, hardware, 
and stationery from Europe, and carried on a fair export business 
in coffee. 

The Persians and the Indians, as usual, brought from Muscat 
and Busrah dates for the Yemen. 

In 1896, owing to a contract made by some British Indian Imports. 
anerchants with the Turkish Government contractor here to supply 
wheat-Jour to the large standing army which is required in 
the Yemen, on account of the unsettled state of the province, 
and owing to scarcity of rain during the eariy part of the year, 
more wheat than before has been imported from India. 

iast year there was a decrease im the importation of rice in Rice. 
tne Yemen firstly, because a good amount of grain was imported 
in this country, and, secondly, because during the latter part of 
the year, owing to an outbreak of plague in India, that country 
did not send much rice. 

Dates, which form the staple food of most of the inhabitants Dates. 
of the interior of the Yemen, although they show a falling-off 
in quantity in 1896, fetched a good price, because there was 
greater demand than supply. 
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All sorts of piece-gocds, including Surati piece-goods, which, 
of late, have begun to find their way more and more into this 
country, from India and the British Isles, have, in the year under 
review; shown an improvement as regards quantity as well as 
value. 

During the last year there has not been much variation in 
quantity of timber imported. The route by which it came was 
the same as in previous years. 

In 1896 there was less importation of petroleum from Americz 
than in 1895, and its price has gone up high, because the suppliers 
from New York demanded more value, as they kad a contract in 
India for a considerable quantity of this article. 

Owing to the reasons which caused the decreased import of 
rice from India, sugar from the East has not been brought in 
Jarge quantities. Some sugar came from Egypt and Europe, 
and was supplied tothe Turkish army in this province. In this 
branch of goods also, during the last year, higher prices than before 
were realised, sugar from China costing on an average per bag, 
11 dol.; from Mauritius, 12 dol.; from Europe, 16 dol.; and loaf 
sugar, 19 dol. 

Spices, including pepper, cardamum, nutmegs, &c., all 
imported from India, show, in 1896, an augmentation in price. 

Chick-peas and beans exported from Egypt and Syria are 
brought here by the Greeks and some Arab merchants. 

There is a little increase as regards piece-goods from America, 


from America. hut this is owing to some British Indian merchants trying to 


Silks, gold 
and silver 
wares. 
Carpets. 


Tron bars. 


Glassware, 


introduce them into the market at Hodeidah. Here also a 
rise in value will be noticed. . 

As usual, Indian merchants brought silks and gold and silver 
wares from India and China to the Yemen. 

The Persians sent carpets to Hodeidah, chiefly through 
steamers of the Bombay-Persian Gulf Line. 

Duwirg 1896 a large number of iron bars from the. United 
Kingdom arrived here. 

Glassware, hardware, and stationery were imported by the 


hardware,and European and native firms of this-place. 


stationery. 
Ginger. 


Ghice. 


Raisins. 


Batches and 
eandles. 


Soap. 


The quantity of ginger brought from India during Jast Year 
was so. large that [ thought it best to separate it from- the 
general heading of spices. 

About half the quantity of ghee was imported last year per 
s.s. “Southend,” of the Red Sea Trading Company, by -way of 
Suez. Export from foreign ports of this article shows a con- 
siderable increase. 

Raisins find their way in the Yemen from the east coast of 
Arabia and the provinces bordering on the Persian Gulf. 

Matches and candles were generally brought here from the 
West vid Aden. 

Much soap comes to Hodeidah from Egypt, sometimes vid 
Suez. Some of it arrives by Indian steamers from India. 

The above three kinds of cargo are generally brought here by 
the Greek and the Arab merchants of this place. 
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In the year under report the business of the Hodeidah Pubacoo. 
Société du Tombac, which is a branch of the Régie Co-Interessée 
des Tabacs of the Turkish Empire, underwent a considerable 
change, and changed handz several times. During the first part 
of the year the above Société found the uselessness of its 
endeavour to cheek, by the assistance of one steamer, the 
smuggling of tobacco into the Yemen. By the middle of the 
year the ss. “ Noor-el-Behr,” about which [ made mention 
in my trade reporc of 1894 and 1895, was put up for sale, 
and by the end ef October she was sent to Constantinople. The 
natural result is that st present more contraband tobacco than 
before has been coming by sea into the interior of the Yemen. 

Although the above-named steamer occasionally scized 
contraband tobacco, still she must have cost her company more 
than the money realised by the sale of the smugeled tobacco 
captured by her. Some time ago the company made a contract 
with the chief of the Hodcidah municipality as regards tombac, 
thinking that he, being an Arab of great influence with the 
inhabitants of the interior, would be able to puta stop to the 
illicit trade in the above-named article. Now, owing, 1 believe, 
to some financial reasons. Mr. Leverato, or rather his firm, a 
rich Greek house at Hodcidah, has been made agent or agents of 
the Régie Company. At present the department of tombac of 
the above company is separate from that of tobacco (cigarettes). 
In fact, the monopoly here has not been as yet a successful 
speculation for the Régie Company. 

The following is the return of tobacco, &c., which caine to the 
Yemen in 1896 :-— 




















Description. Quantity. g )alue. 
j Kilos. £ 
Hi:noomi oe es eet 947,300 AG ATL 
Surati.. Be ce of 925,000 68,739 
. Kaiseroon we ee we 188,300 13,259 
. Total sa! eel ee 128.169 





Owing to some confusion in the office of the Société du 
Tombac, at preseat, I could not obtain any definite information 
about the importation of the cigarette tebacco in 1896. 

As far as manufacture is concerned, the Arabs have none Exports. 
except a few printed stuffs and dress materials, woven by hand Arab manu- 
looms and dyed by themselves in the Yemen, and these are factured 
sometimes exported to the Hejaz and other ports of Arabia. vase 

During 1896 twelve packages of pearls have been sent pests. 
out through the regular channel, ze. the MHodeidah cusiom- 
house, and fetched a good price. 

Senna leaves have been exported in considerable quantity in 
1896 from the Yemen, vii Aden and Suez, to Europe and other 
parts - the world for medicinal purposes. 

(36) B 
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During the last year shells, including mother-of-pearl shells 
and fish fins, have been exported in about the same quantity as 
in the year previous. 

Considerable quantities of droof and alsu of garara have veen 
taken, vii different routes, to Europe and America, to make mats 
and coffee bage. 

Owing to scarcity of rain in the early part of 1896 the 
Yemen did not produce grains, especially chora, sufficient for 
exportation. 

Thyme has been exported in larger amount than in the year 
1895. 

Fuller's earth in crude form has been, as usual, sent out to 
India in quantities sufficient for ballast for many steamers which 
went back to India. 

The trade in bones died out in fact last year, although some 
12 bags of it were sent from this place to Aden for America. 

Jaftal is a kind of coffee bean of inferior quality to those 
coffee beans which are annually sent out to Europe and America. 
A quantity of this stuff is exported annually to Egypt, but in 
1896, owing to the facility of their being carried direct to Suez, 
more than the usual quantity of this has been exported by that 
channel. 

Almonds have been exported to India from this country in 
1896. 

Gum arabic in small buantity is taken from the Yemen to 
Europe and Asia. 

Besides Salify which is on the mainland of Arabia, and about 
opposite to the island of Camaran, there are many other places 
in the Yemen which contain salt, but not having proper accom- 
modation, cannot export it to the other parts of the werld. In 
1896 Salif sent, out $,737 tons of salt by steamers to Hindustan. 

Daring previous years agents for steamers which used to 
convey salt from Salif to India were British Indian 
merchants, residents of this place, but lately I have been given 
to understand that the inspector of salt works at Salif, when be 
went to India,-made arrangements with the merchants there to 
import this cargo to India through his own agency. 

The second chief export from the Yemen is that of skins and 
hides. In may last year’s report I pointed out the fall of exportation 
of this article, but in 1896 there has been a still greater fall, for the 
following reasons:—1. There was at the beginning of 1896 
scarcity of rain in the interior, where there are pastures, so that 
there not being sufficient food for sheep and goats in this country 
the supply was not great. 2. Although at the beginning of 
1896 there were more than five firms of buyers of skins and 
hides at Hodeidah, latterly only two firms, one American and 
the other British, continued purchasing this cargo. Lastly, the 
silver question in America, which annually imports skins and hides 
largely from Hodeidah, has got a great deal to answer for the 
small exportation of this commodity. 

In the year under review less coffee than in 1895 has been 
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exported. Owing to scarcity of rain at the commencement of 
1896 there was not a good crop in the interior of the Yemen, 
and by the time the coffee crops yielded good quantity, which 
come down here on account of thé overstocked condition of tac 
coffee market in Europe and America, the buyers of coffee here 
would not give the sellers good prices, so we had at Hodeidah 
but a smalf supply ef coffee which was sent out to Europe 
and America. In fact most of the causes which affected the 
coffee trade operated equally in the case of skins and hides in the 
Yemen. 

The following are the returns of imports and exports in the 
Yemen during 1896. 











IyvorrTs. 
ie eeneeennne an ena ern 
Articles. ! Quantity. | Value.® 
£ 
Pizee-gools (from England 
and I ndits) a -», Bales... se D241 300,037 
Piees-goeds (from America) 0! 4, e. bs 3,363 28,600 
Surati piese-sootls : Ps eer sat 587 3,261 
Pe etroleum (from America) ..' Cases... es 225,609 33,555 
Simber (from India and | 

Singapore) ..  .. .! Pieces a 26,656 26,825 
Hardware és ae we * Pree a Gio ' 2.S5t 
Stationery : ss | Cases .. a3 13lz 3,6+% 
Twist .. ‘ ee -.; Sales.. eer 2172 12,005 
Rice... - es --4 Cwts... oe i 55,098 44,079 
Flour .. se se eh re eo; 145,985 $1,002 
Sugar .. és ue ee 25 os 19,332 shee 
Grains .. ss os os Bays a ee 21,636 15,522 

Glesswares e. a ..| Cases... és 1,229 4 095 
SHE sroods a6 ae oe .er 15,737 
Tron bars (from England) ..| Bundles 2. 22,585 11,293 
Soda... aA oa --| Bags .. ae 985 1,016 
Spices .. a ve a - a 20.776 69,253 
Ghee .. Re re .-| Cases. aie 1,374 3,064 
Raisins .. “ ae ee} Bags .. ais S11 1,869 
Incense .. o% és a is ae oe S6t 1,931 
Ginger oe oo ee oe 2? oe oo 3,444 5,710 
Soap oe -_ o-} Cases... ne 2,522 5,604 
Gold end silver wares is a: i 3 a $95 2,312 
Matches. . a a oe dst 4ete te 1,245 3,235 
Candles .. e- se - se es ee 2,742 ‘ 4.570 
Earthenwares .. prt a | si She oe 1,071 | 2,856 
Sandal-wood .. wis --! Bundies —.. GS 516 
Dares .. zs se --| Cwts... oe $3,520 i gee 
Planks (from ‘Lrieste) .. ee! Planks oo 1,341 1,341 
Chick-peas and beans .. -o| Bags .. oe 550 | 372 
Sulphur... = a ECS. oe 255 253 
Honey .. ot ae cal oe lt 25S 
Carpet .. By a _.{ Bundles. 52 2,620 
Oilman stores .. a os : Cases.. sie 215 | 358 
Total 6 a ; 789,156 

| 
LL I LE ATL EE ET 
* Approximate. 
‘36) B 2 
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Exvonrs. 
i Samco cpl mesa eect 
Articles. Quentily. | Value. 
£ 
Collee .. ate we .o} Bags .. - $7,377 592,212 
Skins 2nd hides ie oo] Bales... “6 3,580 49,222 
Chora .. oe oe e-; Bags .. ee tt Sou 
Pearls .. 0 6. ee Packuges .. 12 +1 25,700 
Shell (mother-of-pearl shell, 

BO) ve we ..j Baskets. 120 1,200 
Ropes .. ae ‘ae a Jags 2. ae 188 325 
Gum arabic... ar .! oy) tee ‘e 24 360 
Fuller's earth .. ‘ee ae ug ig ae 2ATS ; 1,856 
Bones .. an ~ Geko “denies sé 12 | G 
Sukar .. ee s te eer - 7 77 
Henna .. ee is ee si0 2a om 31 i 34 
Jatfal .. as ae eelb! “yy. ie és 36S 1,380 
Divot sik Se. hes auf “ew > Cad ir an 2,098 
Garara .. ae ee rp iy es -| 522 1,957 
Sennu leaves .- as as ‘ogi ae aa 585 650 
Fish fins ae oe --} Baskets es 439 GS 
Lhyme .. ee oe --| Bags .. os 96 288 
Almonds de Se as bee oa 37 445 
Sundries ee ae ef Packages... 15,610 117,075 

Totsl oo... es ‘: | 796,129 
t 
e 


Last year's shipping return shows that 122 steamers entered 
and cleared the port of Hedeidah, thus exhibiting an improvement. 

Like former years British steamers in 1896 held the most 
prominent position, because out of the above total, 100 vessels 
bearing British colours, and with an aggregate tonnage of 57,516 
tons, came from various parts of India and the East, Great Britain 
and America. Of the rest of the steamers there were 26 of 
27,907 tons with Turkish, five of 2,716 tons with Austrian, and 
one of 2,009 tons with Norwegian flags. 

The following is the return of sailing vessels which carried 
merchandise between Hodcidah and difierent_places in 1896. 














Nationality. pe suaa ia: Tonnage. 
Turkish .. ee oo S,26S 
British .. oo oo 1,204 
Persian .. se oe 1,005 
French .. so oe 365 
Italian .. ae ae Lt 
Zanzibari oe o- 70 

Total .. -. --f $10 ; 11,536 





Therefore, the total aggregate tonnage of the vessels flying 
different colours which arrived here and left this port during 
1896 was 101,695 tons. 

From the above it will be manifest that as far as tonnage 
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and number of vessels are concerned the British steamers not 
only kept their ground, but have also improved upen the result 
of the year previous. Speaking roughly, the trade of the Red 
Sea in this most important place, which I have described in my 
former reports as the gate of the Yemen, and a§ the plave which 
may be said to represent the trade of Mocha of the Lith and 
16th centuries, is carried on, principally, at present in 
British and Turkish botroms—the latter numbering in 1896 
about one-fourth of the former. In the above-mentioned year 
British steamers belonging to the City, Shire, Queen, Glen, Mount, 
and ‘Temperley lines made their voyages here, in some cases 
directly and in many eases indirectly, from the British Isles, 
carrying domestics from the United Kingdom and domestics and 
petroleum from America. Ont of 12 British steamers which 
Jeft England in 1896 for the East and touched Hodcidah, eight 
brought goods from the United States of America. 

Other British steamers which imported cargo for Hodeidah 
from India and other parts of the East directly and via Camaran 
belsnged to the Bombay-Persiun Gulf Line; Haji Cassin and 
Vesram Ibrahim. 

Some steamers of the Ocean Steamship Company arrived at 
Camaran from Java and Singapore with timber for some British 
Indian merchants of Hodeidah. 

Two steamers under British flag, owned by two companies 
at Suez, cane here monthly with same goods. : 

Steamers belonging to 3fessrs. Cowasjce, Dinshaw and 
Brothers, of Bombay and Aden, every week regulariy, and vessels 
of Perim Coal Company Limited, in 2 desultory wzy, brought to 
Vodeidah carso and mails from Aden where nearly every day 
cargo and mails from every part of the earth arrive. 

In 1896 fewer Larkish steamers than in the year before came ‘rurkish 
to Hodeidah. Most of these were of the Idare Makhsussi Line, steamers. 
which the year before last promised the people here and tried their 
best to carry on 2 fortnightly service between Suez and Hodeidah, 
touching Massowah, Suakin, and Jeddah, according az the 
occasion required, but some of these last year, on account of 
orders from the Governor-General of the Yemen, had to remain 
idle for months, «and others for days, in order to carry 
soldiers, who had after expiry of their periods of service in the 
interior of the province, te go back to Constantinople. ‘This 
state of affairs will go on yet for a Jong time, so there is a 
chance for an enterprising British company to open a line of 
steamers of from 600 to 900 tons each, for cargo carrying trade 
between Suez and Aden, touching Jeddah and Hodeidah at least 
“once in every 15 days, and the other ports on the Red Sea 
according to circumstances. ; 

During the year under review five Austrian steamers visited Austrian 
these waters forcargo conveying, as well as pilgrim traffic, but did steamers. 
not meet with encouraging results. 

For the first time during my consular career of over five years Steamer from 
at Wodeidah, a steamer flying the Norwegian colours arrived here *°"ay- 
last year with some goods from New York. 
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Turkish fron the accompanying table of sailing vessels of different 


sailing vessels. 


nations which touched Hodeidah, in 1896, it will be found that 


the majority of these, as a matter of course, carried the ‘Turkish 


flag. 


British Next to the above in number stood British sailing craft. 
The Persian sailing boats which were mostly engaged in 


sailing bonts. 
Persian 


sailing bouts. Carrying dates from Muscatand Busrah to Hodeidah, whence they 
took away goods for India and Persia, although ranking third as 
regards number, had a greater aggregate tonnage than those 


under British colours. 


Ny css After the Persian came the Italian and the French sailing 
Zanzibar -« VOAts, and after these Zanzibar closed the list with her one dhow 


suing vessels. of 70 tons. 


Pilgrim tralic In the pilgrim season of 1896, 30,582 persons of different 
of the Yemen. nationalities, in 43 vessels, came to the island of Camaran, which 
is at a distance of about £2 miles north-west of Hodeidah to 
perform quarantine, the periods of which varied from 24 hours to 


10 days, prior to their departure from Mecca vii Jeddah. 


Last year there was no outbreak of cholerrk among the 


inhabitants of the island, nor among the pilgrims. 


Retrorn of all Pilerims who were Quarantined at Camaran 


during the Pilgrim Season of 1896. 














Description. Filerims. 
British Indians .. bs a eek O14 
Afghans .. oe ae ee oe! G05 
Bokharians .. oe ats - .f Shs 
Malays .- os ze 26 Bias 3,856 
Javanese .. be o- a on! 10,252 
Persians. ~~ as fe e! 2,502 
Hydramontis be ee <s wel 912 
Isak Arabiz. . “a se ae --| 7 
Hijaztis =o. ee Pr ss a 335 
Somelis = .. ws ros s6 af 128 
Zanzibaris .. ds - os a 22 
Abvssinians.. eo oe oe oe s 
Chincze =... we a ae we 5 
. ‘Total bos Tee ke 30,386 


+ Nurnber of 





The following is the return of all shipping to and from 


Camaran during last vear’s Haj season :-— 


























2 Salling. | Steam. 
Nationality. Pare { Ricueur i eee 
1 NUMbLEF O umocr o. > MNUMLCT O 
Vesselz, | Tons. Vessels. | cons: 1” Vessels. | 7085 
British 0. oe! ae fae 23 40,501 | 49 40,501 
Dutch ne weel ee os 7 10,779 7 10,77 
German... aoe, avo : 2 3,640 ; 2 3,03 
Turkish oo... ae 191 4 | 5,381 5 §,532 
oa, ——w eee oe | ee nnn eee eae em 
Total .. 1 | 191 42 60,261 ; 43 60,452 
i 
al 
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Since my taking charge of the Vice-Consulate for Hodeidah introduction 
and Cumaran, ir «ll my reports ou the quarantine station at of condensor 
Camaran IT have explained that the drinking water from im the 
the wells at Camaran is very injurious to the pilgrims— poirette, 
especially to those who year after year came from India, where 
in every place fresh sweet water is procurable, and wlio, owing 
to the change of their surroundings antl particularly drinking the 
saltish water of Camaran invariably tall iil of dysentery, diarrhoga, 
and other intestinal diseases; and [ wrote to urge again the 
Turkish s2nitary administration to introduce im the lazarette at 
Camarar a condensor ar condensurs to improve the quality of 
drinking water which is supplied to piigrims during their irksome 
period of quarantine at Camaran. In 1896 my repeated 
endeavours for five years have been crowned with success. One 
large condensor supplied by a Glasgow firm was brought to 
Camaran at the beginning of that vear,aad by the month of July 
the plant was quite ready to supply water. ‘fhe machine gives 
ordinarily 50 tons of water in 24 hours, and is able to manufac- 
ture, if it be necessary, 60 tons during the same period. 

With the exception of a very sparrow tract of Iand which Agriculture. 
covers in breadth from about 25 or 30 to 50 mites alongside the 
east coast of the Red Sea, in Arabia, which goes under the name 
of Jehama, other parts of the Yemen, especially the interior, are 
very fruitful. 

Owing to good water supply and steady working habits of Crops. 
the people, places near mountains prodece two annual crops of 
coffee, «rains, dates, and fruits of nearly all climates, in suflicient 
quantity for the inhabitants of the country. In some parts of the 

- province the soil yields three crops every year. 

In the mountaincus districts in the interier of the Yemen Vegetable 
where there are sinall rivers, besides the zrowth of coffee on the products. 
slopes, yesetables of cool climes like the south of France and 

taly are found in abundance, and are sent out to Hodeidah for 
sale. Places down in the plains, which resemble some parts of 
India, give vegetation like that country. 

Among the domestic animals are found plenty of sheep and Aniwal 
goats, which, judging from the rvumber of skins annually products. 
exported from the Yemen to Europe and America, must require 
Jarge pasture grounds for their existence. Besides the above, 
donkeys, camels, and czttle abound in the province. ‘There zre 
not many wild animals of any substantial size; only gazciles are 
found here and there. 

Rock salt is the only mineral product which is very plentiful Mireral 
along the Red Sea coast. in the Yemen, and which gives the products. 
Turkish Government some profit. In many former reports I 
stated that from information received it is apparent tha* there 
are other minerals in the country. In my recent travels in the 
sub-districts of Mocha and Lohaya I found abundant indications 
of the existence of sulphur and iron especially at a place about 
two days’ journey from Lohaya, between Assab and Beni Hasan, 
and coal and iron are said to be found ina place near Sheikh Said. 
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In the island of Farsan, which is about 100 miles northwards from 
Hodeidah, and about 10 miles from the miiinland: of Arubia, 
exist tar and a kind of petroleum: At ‘Geezen,-on the mainland of 
Arabia, end oppeeite to Farzan, is a kind of substance like Port- 
land cement. If properly exploited, the Yemen could add .much 
to the revenue of the Turkish Empire. 
Populstion. There-are about.3,000,000 souls in the province of the Yemen ; 
Hodeidah contains over 50,000 péople who are more or less 
‘engaged in.commercial pursuits. The Vilayet of the Yemen has. 
three Governorships, viz.:—ithose of Hodeidah, Faiz, and Assyr. 
In the Hodeidah district are Mocha, Baitél Fake, and Zabeed, 
which at one time played important parts in the history of the 
Yemen. a ; ; 
Industrv. The greater part of the Yemen being fertile, the province used 
Agriculture. to bear, in ancient days, the name of Arabia Felix... Hence, having 
opportunities, the inhabitants are agricultural. Besides growing 
coffee, which is the principal: export from this province, and 
which in value at least i3 about half of the whole export trade 
‘in-every year, the soil produces grains and dates, which, owing to 
the insufficiency of rain in 1896, were not enough for the con- 
sumption of the people in that year. 
Manufacture, | No manufactory of any rea! value or importance exists in the 
rovince. In some places in the interior the inhabitants. weave a 
sind of coarse cloth print—a sort of stuff—and make sailing 
vessels, mats, and ropes. The above are all which the Yemanis 
-doin the way of manufacture. 
Pubiie works, I repeat in this report. that. as regards raiiroads, ordinary truck 
Rilmads, he, FOMs Ke., the state of the country is just the same at present as 
suarvaess “°: 3¢ was when. I first arrived in the Yemen. I[t seems there is 
no uch branch of service here asa public works department. 


Inland post. Mail bags from Hodeidah go to and come from Sana, 

. Lohaya, Mocha, and Camaran during the pilgrim season once a 
week. - 

Sea post tid Steamers belonging to Messrs. Cowasjee, Dinshaw, and 

- Aden. Brothers, of Bombay and Aden, bring here regularly weekly 


mails from. Aden; and take.in every week letters from Hodeidah 
for every part of the globe. ; 

Postal com- ~ By the above channel generally every week, and once a month 
ae by a British steamer of Sucz, postal cemmunicationwith Jeddah 

“~*~ Ig carried -on. 

Yelegraph. Televraphic messages are sent from Hodcidah, and reccived 
here back from Sani direct, and Jeddah, Aden, and other places 
vit Perim. The telegraph wires very often get out of order-and 
great inconvenience is caused. 


Goneeal _ No eteps have been taken to replace the wooden pier; though 
rematks, the Turkish Government sanctioned 15,000LT for the erection ofa 


ea Horleitishjew pier. Now there is no pier except a.small landing stage here, 
pier. 2 


‘built by the former directorof the Hodeidah custom-house. The 
Hodeidah Arab and foreign merchants have agreed to all. the 
conditions of the increased tariff which the Turkish Government 
wish to impose. uponthe goods at Hodeidah ; but-no sign of the 
commencement of the pier has heen seen as vet. 
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In. the year under report there was no cholera in the Cholera. 
Yemen, and no outbreak of the game amongst the pilgrims at 
Camaran. 

Owing to some cases of plague which usualiy vncea year visits Plague. 
Assyr endemically, Loheya and Assyr were quarzntined during 
the lutter part of 1896. 

A kind of sore having the appearance and characteristics of Pcineipal 
* Oriental sore”; ophthalmia, sometimes epidemic, at other times Miseases in 
enden:ic: smali-pox (which raged terribly during the last. year), HER eee 
fever, and rheumatism are the principal diseases from which the 
inhabitants of the Yemen suffer. 

Krem April to September in 1896 the direction of the wind Direction of 
was nurth-weeterly and north-easterly, and throughout the resx 
of the same year souti-westerly strong winds continued. 

The following are the approximate ratics of nationalities Approximate 











engaved in the import trade in 1896 :— proportionate 
=e ratio a: 
Paport trate. 
Nationality. Percentaze. 

British Indians = .. = oe aa 76 

Greeks a ae a ee = i 8 

Italians =. - as oe aa gel 5 

Americans .-. - as Se =e 3 

Arabs and others -. me se a 2 


ee 


a 


(36) 
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